BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SHAH

of the Great King. Susa, the Lily, was a fine city rich in
culture, with enamelled bas-reliefs like those upon the
Ishtar Gateway at Babylon. He crossed the Karun river
near Ahwaz, seized Persepolis and a vast store of wealth,
burned the palaces, and massacred the people. Marching
upon Ecbatana, he discovered that Darius had already
fled to the Caspian. The Macedonians, hoping to catch
Darius at Rhages, found that Bessus, a local governor, had
assassinated him before he fled, leaving the still warm body
for them to find. One tale runs that they came upon
Darius dying of his wounds, pleading for water. . When
his cry was met with courtesy, he exclaimed: "It is the
greatest of my misfortunes that I cannot reward thy
humanity. Beg Alexander to accept my warmest thanks
for the tenderness with which he has treated my wretched
family, whilst I am doomed to perish by the hand of a
man who I have loaded with kindness."

Alexander had the body shrouded in his own mantle.

Seizing the Persian empire, he made the lives of the
wretched inhabitants a burden, marching them from place
to place as slaves and labourers. Hearing that Bessus had
assumed the title of the Great King, Alexander pursued
him. He crossed the Hindu Kush, captured Bessus, and
crucified him for the part he had played when he betrayed
Darius.

In 327 B.C. Alexander invaded India with a hundred
thousand men, defeating strong forces by his supreme
discipline. Before he could conquer the world, however,
he had to return whence he came. His men were tired of
victory. They wanted to go home with their spoils, so
he sent them back through the Khyber Pass,, while organ-
izing a campaign in Swat. He knew not who to send in
command of a naval expedition from India up the unknown
Persian Gulf.

"One excuses himself because he thinks the danger
insuperable," he complained. "Another is unfit from
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